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Academic Year: 2019/2020 
Course: Policies and Housing Management 
Coordinator:  Jorge Malheiros 

Teaching Staff:  Jorge Malheiros  and IST professor 

ECTS:   6               Weekly Hours: 2,5              Typology: Seminar 
Contents  

1.“The housing question”: fundamental right or trading commodity?  
Housing as a basic need and a social right. Housing market, land market and "production of 
urban land." Specific land market characteristics and its value. Real estate models and urban 
sprawl - crisis, speculation and scrutiny. Housing financialization. Quantitative and qualitative 
housing needs and residential satisfaction.  
 

2. Housing policies: a framework 
Theories of housing policy. Housing and welfare state regimes. Trends in housing policies in 
Europe and Portugal. Key actors in the production and management of housing. Social Housing 
and the role of State. 
 

3. Housing policies and housing management: European and Portuguese experiences 
       - Right to the City, housing and habitat; 
       - Transitions?: home ownership vs. rental housing; new construction. vs. regeneration; 
market vs. public/social promotion 

Objectives and skills  
Objectives: 

Understand the specific characteristics of the resource “land” and the fundamentals of real 
estate and housing markets; 

Understand the fundamental nature of the right to housing in the framework of the “right to the 
city” and general social rights; 

Critically analyse the theories of housing policy; 

Understand the process of financialization of the housing sector and the evolution of the 
housing policies in Europe and in Portugal; 

Understand the binomials lease-purchase and regeneration-new construction in their diversity; 

Understand the objectives of the contemporary social housing policies and the reformulation of 
social rental strategies. 
 

Skills: 

Using the theories of the housing market in order to critically interpret the contemporary 
dynamics of the housing sector; 

Critically interpret the major guidelines of housing policy in Portugal and Europe; 

Interpret policies and actions of intervention and management in the housing sector as well as 
in urban regeneration, in a critical way. 
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Knowledge evaluation methods and their partial grades 
1. Individual or co-authored (maximum 2 students) written essay (60%) 
2. Critical review of one text (oral and written) (25%) 
3. Presence and participation in class and in the study visit to the LMA (15%) 

Note: the students benefitting from the special evaluation regime do not need to deliver the 
element n.3. In this case, evaluation elements 1 and 2 have weights of 70 and 30%. 
 


