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Academic Year: 2016/2017 

Course:  Migrações Africanas 

Coordinator:  Jorge Malheiros 

Teaching Staff: Jorge Malheiros & Ana Paula Tavares 

ECTS:  6                Weekly Hours:  4h            Typology: TP Theoretical/practical 

Contents  

Part A –  Concepts, instruments and framing of African migrations 
1. Concepts, determination of flows and typology of migrations 
 
2. Introduction to the theories explaining migration 
 
3. Main migratory dynamics in the African continent: historical and contemporary elements  
 
4. Migration of Africans to other continents: general framework and specificities of the PALOP 

 Migratory systems, places of origin and destination 

 Transit migrations and places of passage 
 
5. Issues on the insertion of African migrants 

 Models of insertion of immigrants – experiences and challenges;  

 Impacts of African migrants in the demography and in the economy of the hosting 
countries 
 
6. Relation of African migrants with the countries and the origin cultures(s): transnationalism, co-
development, economic flows and cultural flows. Notion of diaspora and introduction to the 
processes of cultural hybridism and reconstruction of identity. 
 
Part B -  Culture and black identities in the diaspora 
1. Migrations and diasporas  
2. Diasporas and the formation of imagined communities beyond the nation state 
3. Pan-africanism, negritude, and identities in the diaspora 
4. The Black Atlantic (Paul Gilroy), one world in relation (Edouard Glissant) and their cultures: 
art, cinema and music  
 
(Parts A+B) – Elements/Activities of empirical support to the contents and links of the 
two blocks of the curricular unit: 
1. Study visit to a neighbourhood in the Metropolitan Area of Lisbon with a strong presence of 
immigrants from the PALOP and their descents. Urbanism, culture, art and migration. 
Interaction with the residents and their representatives. 
2. Cinema session or exhibition of a documentary on the African migratory experience followed 
by analysis and debate. 

Objectives and skills  

Objetives: 
 
 To dominate concepts and basic techniques of analysis of international migration in social 

sciences; 
 
 To understand the fundaments of the main theories explaining international migration; 
 
 To understand the framework of international migratory flows, in general, and from the 

PALOP, in particular, framing them in the global context; 
 
 To identify the main challenges concerning the insertion of African populations in the 

hosting societies; 
 

 To acquire knowledge on the political and cultural movements built in the diaspora 
throughout the 20

th
 century (negritude and pan-Africanism) and their impact in the 

reflexion on the cultural movements at the transnational level (Ex: the black Atlantic); 
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 To analyse some examples of black cultures of the Atlantic in several registries: art, 
music and cinema. 

 
Skills: 

 Use of simple statistical techniques to determine and analyse international migration; 
 

 Mobilization of theories and concepts in order to interpret and understand the migratory 
processes;  

 

 Problematization of the migration and integration processes based on the analysis of 
data, readings, analysis of documents and direct observation; 

 

 Understanding and problematization of the concept of black diaspora and transnational 
cultural movements associated to it; 

 

 Organization and management of team work. 
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Knowledge evaluation methods and their partial grades 

Normal regime: 
2 written tests (one referring to each of the two parts) - 30% x 2 = 60% 
Written research essay done in a group (groups of 2 or 3 students) – 1

st
 part of the curricular 

unit – (15%) 
Oral presentations, individual exercises and group exercises, active participation in the activities 
of the c. u. (study visit; exhibition of a film / documentary) – 25% 
 
Special regime: 
2 written tests which will have a total relative weight of 70% (35%+35%). The remaining 30% of 
the evaluation will be obtained through the elaboration of two individual written research essays, 
with an eventual oral discussion. 
 

 


