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Course: Environment and Biodiversity
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ECTS: 6 Weekly Hours: 4h Typology: Theoretical/practical classes

Contents

1. The biophysical environment: symbiosis between the physical environment and the biological
life forms. Effect of human activities on the environment.

2 Biodiversity: Loss, degradation and fragmentation of habitats. Consequences of habitat
fragmentation in the reduction of genetic diversity and in the survival of species.

3. Conservation policy in the European Union and Portugal. Major international events and how
these are reflected in the European Union and Portugal

4. The Corine biotopes. CORINE Biotopes Sites database. Legislation and protected areas
created in Portugal. The Corine Biotopes and the Natura 2000 network

5. The database EUNIS. The importance of the database EUNIS to acquire information on
species, habitats and protected areas about member states of the European Union.

6. The Natura 2000 network. History and objectives. The Birds Directive and the Habitats
Directive.

7. The Sectoral Plan of the Natura 2000 network and relations with other instruments of
territorial management

Objectives and skills

Objectives:

- To impart notions on Portuguese biodiversity and also on the importance of nature
conservation and management

- Comprehension of European and Portuguese policy for biodiversity and nature conservation
- To impart knowledge on Natura 2000 Network and its impacts on the territory

Skills:

-To become proficient in the use of databases sources available for species of animals and
plants, habitats and protected areas about member states of the European Union.

- To identify the habitats types of Natura 2000 Network in Portugal.

- Assess the value for conservation of Natura 2000 habitats.

- To become acquainted in mapping and evaluating of Natura 2000 habitats

- Using some statistical methods to calculate the value for conservation of a plant community
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Knowledge evaluation methods and their partial grades

Student evaluation Criteria:

Final assessment test (in the evaluation period) 60%
Practical work — (delivery date at the end of the course) 35%
assiduity and participation 5%

Student workers Criteria:
Final assessment test (in the evaluation period) 60%
Practical work — (delivery date at the end of the course) 40 %
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