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Contents

1. Basic concepts in Human Geography

2. The distribution and evolution of the population and demographic structure in Africa in a
global context.

3. Economic trends and inequality of development in African countries: a geographic
introduction.

4. African cities and their current dynamics

5. International and internal migration.

6. African contemporary cultures

Objectives and skills

Objectives:

» Understand the processes of evolution and geographical distribution of the population in Africa
in the global context;

» Understand the implications of demographic dynamics in progress;

« Discuss the dynamics and inequalities in development between countries and regions of
Africa.

» Understand the role of migration in regional dynamics;

» Understand the genesis of various types of African cities and their current dynamics;

» Be aware the forms of organization of urban space in Africa;

 Be introduced to African contemporary cultures

Skills:

- Understand, analyze and discuss the economic and demographic processes in Africa
including its social and political impact.

- Collect and treat statistical data at various geographical scales, and represent them in graphs.
- Interpret statistical data, identify key demographic and economic trends and reflect on the
impact on society and on the policy.

- Analyze development reports published, mainly in English, by international organizations (eg
UN, World Bank, African Development Bank).

- Reflect critically on the recent academic literature on urban form in Africa.
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Knowledge evaluation methods and their partial grades
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Students in the general evaluation regime

- Two written tests corresponding to 30%+30% of the final grade;

- A written research essay, done in group, with oral presentation (30%);

- Assiduity and participation in the classes (reading summaries of the texts and exercises)
(10%).

Students in the special evaluation regime:

- One written test corresponding to 70% of the final grade;

- An individually written research essay based on references given by the teachers (30% of the
final grade).
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